
Obituary: John T. Koehler  
 

John Koehler, who retired 
from the Relativistic 
Heavy Ion Collider 
Department on 
December 31, 1994, 
passed away on 
December 1, 2015, at 
the age of 86.  

A mechanical engineer, 
Koehler enjoyed a 37-
year career at BNL, 
which also included work 
at CERN, the European 
high energy physics laboratory, in 1986. 

In an email, John Koehler’s daughter Nancy described her 
father as “passionate about the plethora of projects he 
worked on throughout his career at BNL. My mother, 
brothers and his grandchildren were 
especially proud of the work he accomplished when 
working at CERN in Switzerland. 

“Throughout his career, he spoke highly of his colleagues 
and those in charge of the projects. As a result of his 
time in Switzerland, we all are determined to visit a 
country that he found so beautiful and fascinating. 



“Growing up the Bulletin was a newsletter left out for all 
of us to read. Many times discussions ensued about 
articles covered in the Bulletin. My father helped all of us 
understand and appreciate the importance of research. 

The following obituary was published in Newsday on 
December 3, 2015:


